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Today: Mostly
sunny; isolated
afternoon storms.
High 88, low 66.

Tuesday: Slight
chance of storms.
High 90, low 68.
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NATION & W ORLD
Palestinian leaders struggle

with political crisis as the
prime minister again attempts
to resign. Fresh unrest erupts
in Gaza over Yasser ArafatÕs
decision to grant a cousin 
expanded powers over secu-
rity forces.
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INDEXWEATHER

BY SARAH AVERY
STAFF WRITER

The numbers donÕt surprise the
Rev. John Godbolt, but they are
disturbing and unacceptable:
Black men, the people in his flock
at Christ Gospel Church of
Fayetteville, are more than three
times as likely to die of prostate
cancer aswhite men.

This disparity is played out
across the United States, but the
gap is wider in North Carolina
than most everywhere else in the
country. Godbolt, a public school
principal, doesnÕt understand it.

ÒThatÕs the whole issue Ñ we
donÕt know,Ó he said. And thatÕs
why heÕs eager to  help re-
searchers at UNC-Chapel Hill fig-
ure out whatÕs going on in North
Carol ina when i t  comes to
prostate cancer. The disease is di-
agnosed in 22,000 men a year
and is the leading cause of cancer
death for men in the state, ac-
cording to state figures.

Starting in August, scientists at
UNC-CH will lead a large national
study designed to explain why
African-American men suffer higher
death rates from the disease. The

BY ROB CHRISTENSEN
STAFF WRITER

NEW BERN ÑBesides cell phones,
brochures and yard signs, G.K.
Butterfield is learning there is one
other necessity for campaigning
for Congress in the broiling North
Carolina summer Ñ a camper
stocked with Gatorade.

ÒThe hot weather has been a
tremendous obstacle,Ó Butterfield

says with a
sigh as his
camper bar-
rels down an-
other coun-
try road. ÒWe
have been

campaigning in 98-degree weather
with a heat index of 105.Ó

In the dog days of summer, pol-
itics typically takes a breather.
But not this summer, when voters
in three districts will likelychoose
three new members of Congress.

The general elections are in No-
vember. But on Tuesday, voters
will select nominees in three open
congressional seats in districts so
strongly partisan in their leanings
Ñ two Republican and one De-
mocrat Ñ that the primaries or

SEE PROSTATE, PAGE 8A

SEE PRIMARY, PAGE 9A

Campus bond projects hit snags

BY ROB CHRISTENSEN
STAFF WRITER

Frank King has been countrifying his
drawl like John Edwards, jabbing his
arm triumphantly in the air, even get-
ting an Edwardian Õdo.

King, a California comedian, thinks
Edwards is the ticket Ñ KingÕs per-
sonal ticket to fame.

The morning John Kerry named Ed-
wards as his vice presidential running
mate, King started putting together
an act as an Edwards impersonator,
with visions of Leno and ÒThe Daily
ShowÓ dancing in his head.

ÒI donÕt think anybody cheered as
loud as I did,Ó King said of the Edwards
announcement. ÒI was getting e-mails

from other comedians saying: ÔHey,
dude, you know how much you look
like Edwards?ÕÓ

Well, thatÕs a matter of opinion. But
King was in Los An-
geles on Friday get-
ting an Edwards-style
haircut and some new
publicity shots. HeÕll
add fake hair to hide
his receding hairline,

and other makeup tricks to give him a
chin cleft and chubbier cheeks.

Imitating Edwards is not a huge
reach for King, who grew up in
Raleigh, attended Broughton High
School and graduated from UNC-
Chapel Hill. He is 47, four years

younger than the buoyant senator.
King has opened for such comedy

acts as Jerry Seinfeld, Dana Carvey
and Rosie OÕDonnell. Now heÕs lis-
tening to tapes of EdwardsÕ speeches
in his car, trying to make his accent
more nasal, more country.

ÒMy dialect is North Carolina sub-
urban,Ó King said. ÒHis dialect is more
North Carolina rural. É He pronounces
ÔfightÕ as f-i-t-e and ÔnightÕ as n-i-t-e.Ó

Aside from the arm thrust, King also
is practicing flashing that broad grin
and dropping a lip when he talks.

K ing  sa id  he  i s  an  Arno ld
Schwarzenegger Republican but plans
to vote Democratic : ÒI just like John Ed-
wardsÕ ideas on job creation. For me.Ó

Study asks why
more blacks die

Prostate
cancer
risk gap
puzzles

EDWARDS MANIA SPAWNS COPY CAT  

Frank King, righ t , says heÕs practicing f lashing
a broad grin t o perf ect his ne w comedic
imper sonations o f Sen. John Edwards.

Bulldozers pack soil f or a parking lo t near NCCUÕs science
complex, one of t wo bond project s under way on campus.
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Charles Jenkins arriv es at TokyoÕs Haneda International Airpor t with his wif e, Hitomi Soga, righ t , and their
two daughters, including Mik a, left . One of Jenkins Õ North Carolina r elativ es flew to Japan for the oc casion. 
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Ex-GI finds refuge in Tokyo

Dog-days
primary
races hot 

INSIDE

EDWARDS:The
candidate makes
Triangle visits
today.  ÷ 9A

BY BRUCEWALLACE
LOS ANGELES TIMES

TOKYO ÑSteadied by a cane and his wifeÕs grip
on an elbow, former U.S. Army Sgt. Charles
Robert Jenkins stepped off a plane and onto
Japanese soil Sunday. 

That step placed Jenkins in the legal line of fire
from the United States, whichhas vowed to pros-
ecute him as a defector to North Korea, where
he has been for almost 40 years.

Japanese authorities whisked Jenkins, 64, to a
Tokyo hospital, where he will undergo tests and
possible treatment for an undisclosed abdominal
illness. The United States has promised to post-
pone any extradition request for at least as long
as Jenkins is under medical care.

The frail-looking former soldier, a native of
Rich Square, N.C., flew to Tokyo from Indonesia,
which, unlike
Japan, has no
extradit ion
treaty with
the Uni ted
States. 

E a r l i e r ,
Jenkins and
his two adult
d a u g h t e r s
spent an emo-
tional, nine-
day reunion
in  the  In-
donesian cap-
ital with his
J a p a n e s e -
born  w i fe ,
Hitomi Soga,
who had been
repatriated
alone to Japan from North Korea in 2002.

JenkinsÕ nephew, James Hyman of Dallas, N.C.,
about 25 miles west of Charlotte, flew to Japan
in hopes of seeing his uncle, The Associated
Press reported. In an appearance Sunday on
JapanÕs NTV network, Hyman called for his un-
cle to be pardoned.

ÒWe hope that it being so long since heÕs been
gone that he might not be prosecuted,Ó said Hy-
man, who said he had brought a country music
CD as a gift for his uncle.

JenkinsÕsister, Pat Harrell of Weldon, N.C., is
planning on flying to Tokyo as well, but she said
there is no date set for when she and her husband,
Lee, would go. She told The News & Observer
that shewould make the trip after JenkinsÕ con-
dition improves.

ÒIÕm just waiting for the proper time,Ó she said.
ÒI pray heÕll get better. IÕm confident the doctors
are of good quality there. IÕm just looking forward
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U.S. TO DELAY EXTRADITION REQUEST WHILE HOSPITAL CARES FOR ACCUSED DESERTER

SEE JENKINS , PAGE 8A

ATHENS 2004
RALEIGH SPRINTERS

QUALIFY IN 200
Shawn Crawford and Justin

Gatlin, who train in Raleigh,
take 1st and 2nd in the 200
meters as Olympic trials end. 

SPORTS Ñ PAGE 1D

Election
2004

CONGRESS

LEGISLATURE
ENDS SESSION

Before  wrapp ing  up  a
marathon session Sunday
morning, the General Assem-
bly votes to limit election con-
tributions by special interests.

CITY & STATE Ñ PAGES 1B, 5B

BY JANE STANCILL
STAFF WRITER

For evidence of the multibillion-
dollar makeover of the stateÕs pub-
lic college campuses, look no fur-
ther than N.C. Central University,
where a distinctive new dormi-
tory is rising with steel beams that
mimic an eagleÕs wings in flight.

Just behind it, an enormous
$35 million science complex is
taking shape. There are so many
construction workers in the two-
block area of Durham that an ice

cream truck arrives on hot af-
ternoons to cash in.

But now, problems are loom-
ing for the $3.1 billion university
and community college building
spree approved by state taxpayers
four years ago. As construction
reaches its peak, a convergence of
events has started to cause de-
lays and raise costs.

Prices of steel, petroleum, con-
crete and other materials have
soared in recent months because
of increased world demand. And

the improving economy means
more work for construction com-
panies and, therefore, less com-
petition and higher bids for cam-
pus projects.

The snags could affect the
tempo of construction and, ulti-
mately, how soon new space will
be ready for the tens of thousands
of students flooding into the stateÕs
universities and community col-
leges. If the costs continue to

SEE BOND, PAGE 8A

LIFE, ET C.
Kenny  ChesneyÕs

weekend concerts in
Raleigh prove that heÕs
still capable of putting
on a good country show
even though he now
prefers steel drums to
steel guitars.
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